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Mr.  CHAIRMAN,  LADY  and  GENTLEAIEN, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  1925. 


AREA — 913  Acres. 

POPULATION— 19,180. 

The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  3,844,  giving  4.9 
persons  per  house  and  21  persons  per  acre. 

Rateable  Value,  £59,657. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £204  net. 

Local  Features. 

The  District  is  situated  in  South  Staffordshire,  having  to  the 
north  the  Urban  District  of  Willenhall,  to  the  east  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall,  to  the  south,  the  Borough  of  Wednesbury,  and 
to  the  west  the  Urban  District  of  Bilston.  The  subsoil  is  mostly 
clay  overlying  the  coal  measures,  and  the  natural  drainage  is  into 
the  tributaries  of  the  river  Tame. 

The  population  is  practically  an  artizan  one,  the  people  being 
engaged  in  iron  and  galvanised  iron  works. 

Births 

The  births  registered  numbered  461,  viz:  225  males,  236  females, 
of  these  4 males  were  illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  is  24.0,  compared  with  24.2  in  1924  and  24.1  in 


1923. 
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Deaths. 


The  deaths  registered  were  266,  viz: 
giving  a death-rate  of  13.8,  conipaied  with 
1923. 


143  males,  123  females, 
13.0  in  1924  and  10.2  in 


Number  of  wmmen  dying  in,  or  hi  consequence  of  child-birth. 
From  sepsis  nil,  other  causes  2. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


The  number  of  deaths  under  1 year  w’as  51,  of  these  18  w'ere 
due  to  congenital  debility,  malformation  or  premature  birth. 

The  rate  per  1,000  births  is,  legitimate  106.2,  illegitimate  4.3, 
the  total  rate  being  110.6  compared  with  107.0  in  1924  and  84.8  m 1923. 

Measles. 

There  were  5 deaths  recorded  from  this  disease,  compared  with 
none  in  1924  and  6 in  1923. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  eleven  deaths  recorded,  compared  wuth  none  in 
1924  and  4 in  1923. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age). 

This  disease  w'as  responsible  for  8 deaths,  compared  with  7 
in  1924  and  6 in  1923. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

29  cases  w^ere  notified  (no  deaths)  compared  wdth  21  cases 
(no  deaths)  in  1924. 

26  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Enteric. 

No  cases  notified  since  1917 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Group. 

16  cases  were  notified  (no  deaths),  compared  with  56  cases  (one 
death)  in  1924. 

The  epidemic  which  started  at  the  end  of  August  1924  was 
continued  until  the  end  of  March  1925. 

Swabs  were  taken  in  all  cases  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Council  Bactierologist. 
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supply  of  anti-toxin  is  kept  in  the  Health  Office  for  issue 
to  Medical  Practitioners,  and  was  used  in  all  cases. 

. The  Army  Hut  added  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  proved  invalu- 
able m the  treatment  of  these  cases. 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

Deaths — Bronchitis  24 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  36 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases  5 

65 

Compared  with  62  in  1924  and  36  in  1923. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  was  notified,  which  was  treated  in  Hospital  and 
recovered. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Influenza. 

Twelve  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease  compared  with  9 in 
1924  and  1 in  1923. 

Cancer. 

17  deaths  were  registered,  compared  with  19  in  1924  and  18  in 

1923. 


Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  accounted  for  18  deaths  compared 
with  22  in  1924  and  21  in  1923. 

27  cases  were  notified  compared  with  20  in  1924  and  21  in  1923. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  accounted  for  5 deaths  compared 
with  4 in  1924,  and  7 notifications  were  received. 

The  number  of  cases  not  notified  is  practically  nil. 

Inquests. 

Six  deaths  from  violence  (including  1 suicide)  occurred,  com- 
pared with  9 deaths  (3  suicides)  in  1924. 
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Isolation  Hospital. 

This  building  is  situated  in  Heath  Road,  and  has  been  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  an  Army  Hut.  There  is  now  accommodation  for 
36  patients. 

26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  12  cases  of  Diptheria  were 
admitted. 

The  provision  of  a bathroom  is  a cause  for  consideration. 

The  Tuberculosis  dispensary  is  in  Russell  Street,  Wednesbury, 
and  the  male  Sanatorium  at  Prestwood.  Female  patients  are  chiefly 
sent  to  Yarnfield,  near  Stone,  and  children  to  Himley. 

Difficult  maternity  cases  are  provided  for  by  arrangement  with 
the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Eye  cases  are  treated  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  Wolverhampton. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  is  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council. 

There  are  no  institutions  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children. 

.\n  Ambulance  (horsed)  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
the  removal  of  infectious  cases. 

For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  a Alotor  Ambulance  has 
been  provided  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  town.  Accommodation 
is  available  for  two  stretcher  cases.  The  \Thicle  in  housed  at  the 
Town  Hall,  the  Local  Authority  undertaking  the  provision  of  the 
driver  and  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  .Ambulance.  The 
Ambulance  is  available  at  any  time,  both  for  works  cases  and  town 
use. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  all  e.xaminations  for 
Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis  are  carried  out  in  the  Wolverhampton 
General  Hospital. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Centre  is  situate  in  Rectory  Avenue  and  consists  of  a 
large  waiting  room,  a consulting  room,  and  a kitchen  with  sanitary 
arrangements.  A shelter  for  perambulators  is  provided. 

The  past  year  has  been  quite  successful,  the  attendance  keeping 
up  to  a good  average. 

The  Staff  consists  of  a Medical  Officer  and  two  Health  Visitors. 
The  work  consists  of  visiting  of  Infants  from  10  days  up  to  the  fifth 
year,  at  which  latter  period  they  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  also  the  visiting  of  all  notified  tubercular 
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cases,  non-notifiable  infections  diseases,  and  the  inspection  of  shelters 
provided  for  tubercular  patients. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  year’s  work: — 


Births  notified  471 

First  visits  to  Infants  (10  days)  468 

Visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  . '2945 

Visits  to  Infants  1-5  years  ' 3768 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  80 

Visits  to  Infectious  Diseases  (Measles)  75 

Tuberculosis 

Notifications  received  32 

First  Visits  32 

Re-visits  892 

Number  of  cases  on  Books  119 

Welfare  Centre. 

Firsts  visits  at  Centre  255 

Re-visits  to  Centre  3558 

Infants  examined  by  M.  O 754 

Number  of  times  Centre  opened  93 


The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  opened  twice  weekly  from  2 p.m. 
to  4.30  p.m.  and  the  Medical  Officer  attends  at  each  session  for  Infant 
consultations.  Owing  to  lack  of  accommodation  the  work  is  impeded 
a great  deal.  Two  more  rooms  are  required  to  carry  out  the  work 
efficiently. 

The  members  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  still  continue  with 
their  work,  and  this  help  is  found  to  be  very  valuable 

Model  Clothing  and  Needlecraft  Classes  are  held  weekly  and 
are  well  attended.  These  classes  are  financed  by  the  Voluntary 
Committee. 


Nursing  Institute. 

This  is  situated  in  Rectory  Avenue.  The  Staff  consists  of  two 
Midwives  and  two  General  Nurses.  The  work  is  carried  on  by  the 
Darlaston  Nursing  Association. 

A Clinic  is  held  each  morning  for  minor  injuries  &c. 

In  addition  a School  Clinic  is  held  in  St.  George’s  School. 
This  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council  School  kledical 
Officer. 


Midwives. 


There  are  six  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances. 

All  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  own  men  under  a fore- 
man. The  work  is  efficiently  carried  out.  Most  of  the  houses  are 
provided  with  sanitary  dust  bins  which  are  emptied  weekly.  There 
are  but  52  Open  Ashpits  and  some  450  Covered  Ashpits  with  doors. 
The  open  ashpits  will  be  abolished  as  soon  as  practicable.  All  refuse 
is  tipped  on  to  open  land  and  covered  as  tipped  with  pit_  mound  or 
hirnace  ashes  so  as  to  avoid  any  nuisance  or  combustion  of  the 
material.  With  the  exception  of  the  Aloxley  area  (only  recently 
sewered  for  connections)  Willenhall  Street  (lower  end),  unsewered; 
the  lower  parts  of  Bentley  (some  fourteen  houses),  the  district  is 
adequately  sewered  and  drained  and  water  closets  provided.  The 
total  number  of  water  closets  in  the  district  is  3493,  including  those 
installed  at  works,  factories  and  schools.  In  connection  with  house 
property  there  are  2760.  Additional  to  these  there  are  92  privies, 
these  being  in  the  areas  just  indicated  and  not  yet  capable  of  being 
connected  up.  The  location  of  these  will  be  found  set  out  in  tables 
in  your  Inspector’s  report. 


Housing. 

The  shortage  of  houses  is  still  a matter  for  close  attention, 
although  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Local  Authority  give  hope 
for  the  future.  The  estimated  population  in  1920  was  17,885,  since 
when  the  figure  has  risen  to  19,180,  an  increase  of  1295  in  5 years. 
During  the  same  period  the  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  district 
is  207.  It  will  thus  be  evident  that,  taking  an  average  of  5 persons 
per  house,  the  houses  provided,  both  by  the  Local  Authority  and  by 
private  enterprise  combined  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  natural 
growth  of  the  population  over  these  years. 

Overcrowding  is  fairly  general  and  intermingling  of  adolescents 
of  both  sexes  far  too  frequently  met  with.  However,  the  Local 
Authority  endeavour  as  far  as  possible,  to  re-house  tliese  people 
when  Council  houses  are  being  let. 

During  the  year,  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the  erec- 
tion of  100  houses  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  25  were  completed. 
Additional  contracts  arc  contemplated,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  next 
few  months  will  bring  to  head  a scheme  by  private  enterprise  for  the 
erection  of  some  40  houses. 

Additional  to  the  25  erected  by  the  Local  .Authority,  9 have 
been  erected  by  private  enterprise, '8  Subsidy  and  1 Unassisted,  making 
a total  of  34. 

ihere  are  many  houses  in  the  district  of  a very  undesirable 
character  which  should  be  closed  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 
Situated  in  a very  congested  area,  representing  overcrowding  on 
space,  with  insufficient  light  and  inadequate  ventilation,  built  for 
the  most  part  of  4i  inch  brickwork  and  without  D.P.C.,  consequently 
damp  and  unhealthy;  they  would  be  better  demolished,  thus  improv- 
ing the  houses  in  their  immediate  vicinity.  There  are  15  houses 
at  present  awaiting  demolition,  some  being  tenanted,  and  quite  7Q 
which  should  be  similarly  dealt  with. 
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The  defects  in  these  houses  are  mainly  structural,  although 
in  many  cases  this  is  aggravated  by  the  neglect  on  the  owners’  part 
and  due  to  disrepairs  of  wood  and  brickwork.  Until  the  housing 
shortage  has  been  made  good,  these  disrepairs  are  being  dealt 
with  under  the  various  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  The 
ultimate  procedure  will  be  by  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act. 

Houses  structurally  sound,  but  not  in  a reasonably  habitable 
condition  are  dealt  with  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  that 
is  where  the  repairs  required  are  extensive,  otherwise  by  the  P.H.A. 
Neglect  of  property  by  owners  is  far  too  common,  more  especially 
as  regards  pointing  of  brickwork,  re-setting  of  chimneys  and  ridge 
tiles,  repairs  to  wood  and  brickwork  and  last  but  not  least,  painting  of 
doors  and  windows. 


No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  back-to-back  houses  of 
which  type  there  are  98  in  the  district,  except  to  carry  out  minor 
repairs  when  necessary. 


The  insanitary  slop  sill,  at  one  time  to  be  found  in  all  the  older 
houses,  is  rapidly  being  abolished  and  glazed  earthenware  sinks 
with  stonew^are  discharge  pipes  substituted.  Very  few  defects  or 
breakages  have  been  reported.  Unfortunately  the  same  cannot  be 
said  of  sanitary  fittings.  Renewals  are  frequenly  called  for,  due  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  negligent  use  of  the  fittings.  It  is 
difficult  to  bring  this  negligence  home  to  the  culprit  where  conveniences 
are  used  in  common,  so  that  action  under  Section  21  of  the  P.H.A. A. 
(1890)  is  difficult. 


Public  Health  Staff. 


Consists  of  one  Aledical  Officer  (part  time),  one  qualified  Sani- 
tary and  Meat  Inspector,  and  two  Health  Visitors — all  whole  time 
officers.  The  office  accommodation  is  totally  inadequate  for  the 
amount  ot  woinc  aone. 

- III  JHEIII 


In  view  of  the  additional  burdens  which  have  been  placed  on 
the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  fact  that  the  clerical  and 
outdoor  work  is  now  beyond  the  ability  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
adequately  cope  with,  I feel  compelled  to  urge  upon  the  Council  the 
necessity  of  providing  some  additional  assistance. 


An  efficient  shorthand  typist  at  the  least  is  required  if  the 
efficiency  of  the  department  is  to  be  maintained  and  the  work  is  to  be 
kept  from  getting  seriously  into  arrears.  ^ 


Statutes  adopted  by  the  Council. 


Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

« 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  1890.  Adopted  23rd  M-arch, 

1891. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Act,  1846-1899.  Adopted  3rd  October, 

1905. 
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V^arious  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act 
1907.  Bv  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  8th  of  April, 
1909. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  Adopted  1st  February,  1910. 

Bye-Laws  in  force  in  the  District. 

relating  to 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  3rd  June,  1902. 

Pleasure  Grounds,  6th  January,  1903. 

Nuisances,  6th  June,  1905. 

Slaughterhouses,  6th  June,  1905. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops, 
adopted  6th  June,  1905. 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds,  1925. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the  bacteriological  treat- 
ment of  the  sewage  of  the  district  were  completed  and  came  into 
operation  in  the  fall  of  1924. 

The  installation,  to  treat  a D.W.F.  of  480,000  galls,  per  24 
hours,  based  on  a water  consumption  of  25  galls,  per  head,  consists 
of  Screening  and  Detritus  Chambers,  Rectangular  Sedimentation 
Tanks,  Circular  Septic  Tanks,  Five  Circular  Filters  and  one  Humas 
Tank.  The  flow  in  excess  of  three  times  the  D.W.F.  is  conveyed  to 
two  Storm  Water  Tanks  having  a capacity  of  one  third  the  D.WbF. 

The  whole  of  the  sludge  from  the  above  tanks  is  gravitated 
to  a pump  well  and  pumped  on  to  Sludge  Drying  Beds. 

The  total  area  of  the  sludge  beds  in  use  at  the  present  time 
being  a little  over  one  acre. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  outlying  areas  (\\'illenhall 
Street  and  Bentley)  the  district  is  effectually  drained  and  the  water 
carriage  system  general  The  deep  sewer  has  now  been  laid  at  Moxley 
but  the  work  of  conversion  has  been  held  up  owing  to  ground  sub- 
sidence. Practically  the  whole  of  the  work  of  conversion  was  com- 
pleted as  far  as  the  drainage  permitted,  some  five  years  back,  and 
it  now  only  remains  to  connect  up  to  the  houses  in  the  areas  men- 
tioned, (a  matter  of  some  92  conveniences),  to  complete  this  work. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  served  with  a continuous  supply  of  good  water 
from  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  W'^orks  Company.  Wells  are 
not  in  use. 
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Mortuary. 

This  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Town  Hall.  Ambulance, 
instruments,  and  necessary  equipment  are  provided  and  are  in  good 
order. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  23  Retailers  and  5 Cowkeepers  on  the  Registers.  The 
premises  are  well  maintained  and  periodically  visited. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 


Nut  and  Bolt  making  is  the  staple  trade,  but  in  addition  there 
are  Constructional  Engineers  who  turn  out  heavy  work,  such  as 
Railway  Station  roofs,  bridges,  &c.  There  are  also  Galvanisers,  Tube 
Makers,  Stampers,  Latch  Makers,  Engineers  for  bolt  and  nut  mach- 
inery, &c..  Sawmills,  Joiners,  Builders  and  Contractors,  Alotor  Car 
frame  makers.  Chain  makers,  and  Steam  Laundry. 


The  following  list  comprises  the  trades  carried  on  in  workshops: 


Nut  and  Bolt  making. 

Gun  Locks 

Dressmaking 

Millinery 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairing 
Shoeing  Blacksmiths 
Joiners  and  Carpenters 
Wheelrights  and  Coach  Makers 
Rope  IMaking 
Saddlers 
File  Cutting 
Tailors 


Sugar  Boilers 
Watch  Repairers 
Printers 
Basket  Makers 
Stone  Masons 
Picture  Framers 
Pattern  Makers 
Coopers 
Maltsters 
Stampers 
Plumbing 
Bakers. 


In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  your  Inspector  and  Health  Vis- 
itors for  their  able  assistance  during  the  year. 


I remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 

VINCENT  J.  MAGRANE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  1. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


DISEASE 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitt’dto 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small-pox  

Diptheria 

Scarlet  Fever  

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Fever  

Pneumonia  

Anterior  Polio-Encephalitis 

i6 

29 

58 

I 

1 2 

2 6 

I 

36  all  forms 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Notified 

T reated 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Impai’d 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Deaths 

AtHome 

In  H’tal 

I 

Nil 

I 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  IL 

Showing  Causes  of  Deaths  during  1925. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 


All  Causes  - . - - 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Influenza  

Meningoccal  meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease)  

Rheumatic  Fever 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  &c 

Heart  Disease  

Arterio-sclerosis  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Llcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  &c  (under  two  years) 

Appendicitis  and  Typhilitis  

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis  

Other  Accidents  & diseases  of  pregnancy  & 

parturition 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation  and  Premature 

Birth 

Suicide  

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  

Other  defined  Diseases 


Males 

Females 

143 

123 

2 

'y 

6 

5 

8 

4 

1 

1 1 

7 

3 

2 

8 

J 

9 

10 

1 0 

9 

»9 

2 

— 

U 

10 

24 

1 2 

3 

I 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

2 

9 

I 

9 

4 

1 

22 

21 

12 


TABLE  III. 

Tuberculosis. 


New 

cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  I’eriods. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonar 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

5 

2 . 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— ! 

lO 

I 

3 

J 

I 

— 

-- 

— 

- j 

15 

I 

I 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 1 

20 

I 

4 

— 

1 

2 

I 

— 

— 1 

25 

I 

3 

— 

I 

2 

3 

— 

— 

35 

5 

— 

— 

5 

I 

— 

I 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

55 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 1 

16 

4 

3 

1 1 

7 

3 

2 

TABLE  IV. 


Percentage 
of  Total  Deaths. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  1925. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Lady,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration my  Report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  t’.ie  District 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1925. 

The  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  radical  change  as 
regards  Housing  or  demolition  of  undesirable  or  unfit  houses 
However,  steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  improving  the 
more  desirable  dwellings  and  keeping  the  back  to  back  and  single 
houses  in  a reasonably  habitable  condition.  The  Local  Authority 
have  once  more  tackled  the  Housing  question  and  very  satisfactory 
progress  is  to  be  reported.  However  it  will,  of  course,  need  time 
and  patience  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  the  situation  as  many 
years  of  stagnation  have  to  be  bridged.  Overcrowding  is,  of  course, 
still  rife  but  the  Authority  is  doing  its  utmost  to  meet  the  needs 
of  those  who,  at  present,  live  under  conditions  which  are  far  from 
satisfactory,  or  desirable  from  a public  health  standpoint. 

There  are  many  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  and  which  it 
is  desirable  should  be  taken  down  as  soon  as  practicable,  in  fact, 
some  have  been  awaiting  this  process  for  several  years,  but  the 
difficulty  presents  itself  of  re-housing  them  suitably.  The  difficulties 
are  two-fold,  firstly,  the  rents  of  the  Council  houses  are  a little 
beyond  what  they  are  prepared,  or  in  a position  to  pay,  and  secondly 
the  tenants  it  is  desired  to  re-house  are  unsuitable  for  tenancies  of 
houses  of  this  type.  For  tenants  in  this  category  an  intermediate  step 
is  required,  but  unfortunately  the  Council  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
letting  of  other  than  houses  erected  by  them.  Efforts  have  repeatedly 
been  made  to  get  these  people  moved  into  houses  vacated  by  pros- 
pective Council  tenants,  but  have  met  with  little  success,  the  houses 
having  been  promised  by  the  respective  owners  some  considerable 
time  before,  and  usually  to  newly  married  couples. 

One  cannot  help  but  be  impressed  at  times  for  the  necessity 
for  more  stringent  regulations  as  regards  the  negligent  or  dirty 
tenant.  We  find  them  in  every  district  and  community,  and  his 
negligent  ways  and  sins  of  ommission  in  matters  hygenic,  prove  a 
menace  to  public  health,  and  a bad  example  to  those  living  in  his 
immediate  vicinity.  Some  of  the  regulations  governing  the  conduct 
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of  Coninion  Lodging'  houses  o,s  regards  ventilation  of  rooms,  opeiiing’ 
of  windows,  cleansing  and  sweeping  of  floors  etc.  could  well  be 
applied  to  the  dirty  tenant.  It  should  legally  be  made  possible  after 
due  notice  by  the  Local  Authority  to  place  tenants  in  this  category 
on  the  Black  List,  when  the  premises  would  be  subject  to  the  same 
routine  inspection  and  control  as  the  premises  mentioned.  It  is 
only  by  constant  supervision  and  public  opinion  that  he  can  be  made 
to  see  the  error  of  his  ways. 

Appearances,  it  is  said,  are  oftimes  deceptive.  This  can  be  said 
of  a very  fair  percentage  of  houses  in  the  district  which,  after  close 
examination,  are  not  quite  so  black  as  they  are  “painted.”.  The 
general  shabby  appearance  however  gives  one  a bad  impression,  and 
the  surrounding  neighbourhood  a depressing  outlook.  Some  indeed 
have  not  been  painted  for  fifteen  years  or  more.  Unfortunately  it  is 
difficult  to  deal  with  owners  for  simply  a shabby  appearance  but  it 
should  be  possible  by  approved  Bye-laws  to  compel  property  owners 
to  redeem  the  sad  state  and  neglected  appearance  of  their  property 
by  applying  a much  needed  coat  of  paint  and  varnish.  In  order  to 
avoid  consequent  decay  and  renewal  of  woodwork,  one  would  think 
that  owners  would  be  alive  to  this  necessity,  but  it  frequently  happens 
that  repairs  to  woodwork  take  place  and  no  paint  is  applied  other 
than  the  priming  coat,  the  woodwork  being  left  to  rot. 

One  would  think  that  tenants  too  would  contribute  a little 
energy  towards  brightening  their  outlook  by  applying  a little  white- 
wash to  the  walls  of  outbuildings.  However  it  is  unusual  to  find  this 
being  done  except  when  called  upon  by  the  Department.  Every 
facility  is  offered,  whitewash  being  supplied  free,  and  a brush  for  the 
purpose  on  loan. 

During  the  year  legislation  has  been  introduced  with  a view 
to  improving  the  conditions  under  which  Meat  is  retailed  from 
Butchers’  shops  and  stalls.  The  regulations  came  in  force  Lst  April 
1925  since  which  date  slaughtering  of  cattle  etc.,  has  been  compul- 
sorily notifiable.  Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  inspect  all 
carcases  and  organs.  The  regulations  are  generally  known  and  no 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  carrying  out  tliis  work.  The  number 
of  pigs  heads  and  organs  condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption  on 
account  of  their  tubercular  affection  calls  for  some  comment.  It  has 
been  found  that  in  nearly  all  these  instances  the  pigs  have  a dairy 
origin,  coming  from  the  western  counties,  and  being  fed  of  course,  on 
dairy  milk.  Efforts  have  been  made  on  several  occasions  to  trace 
the  farms  concerned  but  the  Iniyer  continues  to  withhold  any  informa-l 
tion  which  might  be  of  value.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  so  many  heads 
have  been  seized,  our  butchers  now  make  every  endeavour  to  obtain 
eastern  county  pigs,  which,  being  fed  for  the  most  part  on  cereals 
are  free  from  the  disease  to  an  almost  negligible  extent.  No  doubt 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Consolida- 
tion Act  will  help  to  eradicate  disease  from  dairy  cattle,  and  incident- 
ally help  to  reduce  the  pork  butchers’  losses  from  the  seizure  of 
heads  etc. 

The  conditions  under  which  Meat  is  retailed  from  shops  and 
stalls  cannot  yet  be  considered  satisfactory,  due  to  no  fault  of  the 
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Local  Authority  but  to  the  conflicting  nature  of  the  regulations. 
Stalls  as  they  exist  at  present  cannot  be  considered  at  all  satisfactory, 
or  the  Meat  as  being  sold  under  hygienic  conditions.  Unscreened  on 
one  side,  the  meat  is  subject  to  contamination  from  dust  and  other 
sources,  apart_  from  which  their  existence  is  an  argument  in  favour 
of  the  open  window  of  the  butcher’s  shop.  The  regulations  touching 
this  matter  are  not  quite  as  drastic  or  as  definite  as.,one  could  wish, 
as  the  qualifications  with  regard  to  the  open  window  and  the  uncover- 
ing of  the  meat  when  trade  is  brisk,  are  too  elastic.  The  Butchers 
on  the  whole,  however  have  shown  a commendable  spirit  in  endeav- 
ouring to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  regulations.  In  only  one  or 
two  instances  is  the  open  window  to  be  found. 

The  retailing  of  Meat  from  small  hucksters  shops,  although 
not  forbidden  by  the  regulations,  is  not  a desirable  practice.  Aleat 
is  found  here  being  retailed  alongside  groceries,  soap,  vegetables  etc., 
the  articles  being  handled  without  any  washing  of  hands.  The 
retailing  of  Meat  from  these  shops  should  be  controlled;  it  only 
represents  a side  line  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the  credit  customer. 

The  marking  of  Meat,  as  permitted  by  the  regulations,  has 
not  been  adopted  by  local  authorities  in  this  area  as  far  as  one 
can  see.  Such  marking  being  at  the  request  or  with  the 
consent  of  the  persons  having  possession  of  the  meat.  The 
marking  of  the  meat,  therefore,  becomes  of  some  significance 
when  it  is  realised  that  practically  all  the  meat  is  bought  dead  and 
comes  into  the  district  without  organs  in  most  cases.  The  source 
of  origin  is  of  course,  in  doubt,  it  may  have  been  slaughtered  undei* 
approved  conditions,  or  on  the  other  hand  it  may  have  come  from 
some  rural  area  when  the  reasons  for  slaughter  may  be  very  question- 
able, and  the  notification  of  slaughter  a matter  of  doubt. 

Sanitary  Work. 

471  Informal  Notices  have  been  issued  covering  2113  sanitary 
defects  and  also  210  verbal  notices  given. 

43  Statutory  Notices  have  been  issued,  36  having  been  complied 

with. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  or  necessary. 

73  Informal  Notices  remain  uncomplied  with  at  the  end  of  the 


year. 

Foul  conditions  364 

Structural  defects — Roofs,  chimneys, 

spouting,  walls  plastering  203 

Yard  paving,  sunk  or  defective  32 

Drainage  defects  571 

Ashpits  and  bins  417 

Water  closets,  tanks  and  fittings  171 

Water  closets,  fouling  of  — 135 

Piggeries  ---  20 

Animals  improperly  kept  21 

Offensive  accumulations  ' 43 


Dairies  and  cowsheds  9 

Overcrowding  — D6 

Bakehouses  — - 7 

Slaughterhouses  . — — 4 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  conversion  of  the  insanitary  privy,  at  one  time  a serious 
factor  in  child  welfare  was  seriously  taken  in  hand  some  15  years 
back  and  at  the  31  December  1920  there  were  but  67  privies  remain- 
ing within  the  reach  of  the  sewer.  Since  that  date  with  the  exception 
of  4 all  have  been  converted. 

There  are  still  one  or  two  outlying  parts  of  the  district  with 
drainage  hardly  conforming  to  modern  requirements.  In  the  case 
of  Moxley  the  deep  sewer  for  this  area  was  completed  in  1924,  but 
little  progress  has  been  made  in  draining  the  area  owing  to  difficulties 
due  to  ground  subsidence.  Several  houses  however  have  been  con- 
nected and  sanitary  conveniences  installed  during  the  year.  There 
are  63  privies  in  the  Moxley  district,  the  drainage  being  to  cesspits 
of  a pervious  character. 

The  drainage  of  the  section  of  W’illenhall  Street  extending  from 
the  Queens  Hall  to  Rough  Hay  Road  is  to  cesspits.  The  conveniences 
are  either  waste  water  closets  or  on  the  conservancy  system,  there 
being  9 ofthe  latter  type.  The  provision  of  a sewer  for  this  area  will 
practically  complete  the  effectual  drainage  of  the  district.  The  new 
sewer  in  Victoria  Road  was  completed  in  1922  and  all  the  houses 
have  been  connected  and  provided  with  approved  sanitary'  conven- 
iencies. 

T.ABLE  1. 


Returns — Domestic  Scavenging. 


MONTH 

No.  of 
Bins 

Emptied. 

No.  of 
Ahpits 
Emptied 

No.  of 
Middens 
Emptied 

No.  of 
Cisterns 
Emptied 

Loads 

of 

Ashes 

Loads  of 
Nifiht 
Soil. 

Loads 

from 

U'wells 

Moved 

by 

Motor 

January  

9+S2 

. 

79 

3 

48 

46S 

3 

I 1 6 

205 

February 

8477 

I I z 

2 

46 

420 

3 

88 

206 

March  

9806 

83 

10 

29 

45  3 

I 2 

5 3 

199 

April  

9945 

99 

9 

22 

477 

8 

63 

2+1 

May  

9700 

*54 

7 

42 

5«9 

4 

I oS 

272 

)une  

9628 

113 

2 

35 

487 

2 

89 

23+ 

July....„  _ 

8713 

191 

8 

44 

522 

1 1 6 

2 + 5 

August  

10068 

73 

5 

26 

4*3 

5 

63 

1 96 

September 

9922 

200 

8 

36 

515 

6 

72 

259 

October  

9261 

204 

»4 

47 

479 

9 

86 

2+3 

November 

93+9 

174 

3 

42 

523 

4 

73 

263 

December 

1I045 

49 

8 

1 2 

452 

9 

20 

26S 

Totals,  1925 

1 1 3 366 

»53« 

79 

429 

5728 

68 

9+7 

2S3I 

Totals,  1924 

107944 

909 

60 

529 

5229 

52 

1275 

Totals,  1923 

1^^3343 

827 

68 

423 

5068 

75 

792 

Sanitary  Accomodation. 


There  are  2760  water  closets  in  connection  with  house  property, 
each  being  provided  with  a two  gallon  flushing  tank,  except  in  156- 
instances  where  waste  water  closets  are  installed.  This  latter  type  is 
now  obsolete. 

In  connection  with  the  smaller  house  property  one  convenience 
to  two  houses  has  been  allowed.  This  part  ownership  has  given  rise 
to  a deal  of  trouble  and  neglect  in  the  use  of  the  fittings.  When  two 
or  more  families  use  these  places  in  common,  it  appears  no  one’s 
business  to  keep  them  clean.  Fouling  of  the  pans  is  all  too  common, 

Alost  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  galvanised  iron  recep- 
tacles for  domestic  refuse.  There  are  now  52  open  ashpits  remaining, 
19  of  these  being  at  IMoxley,  and  445  covered  ashpits  with  door  and 
coverings.  All  the  remaining  houses  are  furnished  with  approved 
dustbins. 

All  refuse,  and  that  practically  of  a dry  nature,  is  tipped  on 
open  land  as  far  removed  from  dwellings  as  possible.  At  Rough  Hay 
the  principal  tip,  the  land  is  turned  over  for  allotment  purposes  as 
soon  as  levelled.  Within  the  last  five  years  50  roods  of  land  have 
been  so  developed  and  show  very  satisfactory  returns  in  garden  pro- 
duce. Great  interest  and  industry  has  been  displayed  by  the  allotment 
holders  and  the  result  is  a credit  to  the  occupiers.  Land  not  so  used 
is  covered  over  with  furnace  ashes.  Nothing  is  done  in  the  way  of 
salvage  as  this  is  out  of  the  question  where  the  tips  are  scattered 
and  the  resultant  does  not  pay  for  collection. 

The  team  labour  from  January  to  the  4th  December  1925  con- 
sisted of  one  Ford  Tonner,  tw'O  Horse  teams  with  1 Foreman,  3 
Drivers  and  6 men.  At  this  date  one  team  was  dispensed  with. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  land  at  Rough 
Hay  for  tipping  purposes.  This  was  acquired  at  a cost  of  £340,  and 
as  soon  as  levelled  will  be  used  for  allotment  purposes. 


Returns — Cost. 


The  following  returns  as  to  the  cost  of  domestic  scavenging 
include  collection  and  disposal  i.e.  rent  of  tips,  maintenance,  stables 
account,  wages,  depreciation.  The  table  shows  the  cost  per  house 
and  per  head. 


Year 

Population 

Houses 

Total 

Cost 

Per 

House 

Per 

Head 

£ 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1920 

17885 

3632 

2098 

0 

0 

11 

6J 

2 

4i 

1921 

18660 

3733 

2117 

1 10 

11 

4 

2 

3 

1923 

19010 

3778 

1645 

3 10 

9 

9h 

1 

8 

1924 

19290 

3806 

1639 

13 

3 

8 

7h 

1 

8i 

1925 

19180 

3844 

1625 

12 

7 

8 

5 

1 

8 

19 


Schools. 

There  are  seven  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  with  a tota^. 
of  3510  Scholars  on  the  books  and  comprising  971  boys,  955  girls,  1109 
infants  and  475  mixed. 

The  St.  John’s  Mission  (extension  of  Parish  Church  Schools) 
in  Pinfold  Street  still  remain  on  the  conservancy  system.  There  are 
4 conveniences  here  which  should  at  once  be  connected  up  if  it  is 
proposed  to  continue  this  school. 

The  provision  of  approved  sanitary  conveniences  at  the  St. 
George’s  Mission  Schools  is  now  in  hand  so  that  with  the  conversion 
of  the  above  all  the  schools  in  the  district  will  have  approved  con- 
veniences connected  up  to  the  public  sewers.  All  are  provided  with 
an  adequate  water  supply  by  the  S.S.W.Coy. 


Housing. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  is  3844,  being 
357  single  houses,  3389  double  (through  ventilation),  and  98  back  to 
back  houses.  Of  these: — 

(a)  137  have  one  bed  room 

(b)  1882  have  two  bed  rooms 

(c)  1620  have  three  bed  rooms. 

(d)  205  have  over  three  bed  rooms 

ITevailing  rents,  particulars  of,  and  with  reference  to  above 
types: — 

(a)  From  3/9  to  4/3  per  week. 

(b)  From  4/-  to  5/6  per  week 

(c)  From  5/9  to  9/6  per  week 

The  rents  of  the  Council  house  are: — 

Type  A.  7/-  a week  and  rates  3/6  making  a total  of  10/6 
lype  B.  9/-  a week  and  rates  6/-  making  a total  of  15/- 

1 he  average  rent  of  a three  bedroomed  house  (not  Council 
house)  is  about  9/3  per  week  including  rates.  The  average  wage  paid 
at  the  present  time  for  unskilled  labour  is  about  40/-  to  45/-  per  week 
so  that  the  above  sum  represents  the  most  a working  man  can  afford 
in  the  way  of  rent,  unless  there  are  inembers  of  the  family  who  have 
reached  earning  capacity. 

The  outlook  froni  a Housing  point  of  view  is  highly  satisfactory 
as  good  progress  is  being  made  in  the  erection  of  houses  under  the 
Assisted  Housing  Schemes.  At  the  end  of  the  year  contracts  were 
placed  for  the  erection  of  100  houses. 

i.e.  Rough  Hay  84 

Owen  Street  16 
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25  of  the  above  number  have  been  completed  and  a considerable 
number  are  in  course  of  construction.  Considering  the  difficulties, 
progress  is  very  good  and  if  maintained  the  immediate  future  wdl 
see  us  within  measurable  distance  of  a solution  of  the  housing  trouble 
Further  contracts  are  in  contemplation,  also  a scheme  by  a local 
syndicate  for  the  erection  of  a number  of  subsidy  houses. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  following  Housing  table  that 
since  1920  up  to  December  1925,  167  houses  have  been  erected  by  the 
Local  Authority  under  assisted  Housing  Schemes  and  40  by  Private 
Enterprise,  making  a total  of  207  houses  in  6 years.  This  averaged 
out  gives  us  38  houses  a year,  a number  only  sufficient  to  meet  the 
natural  growth  of  the  population  without  considering  the  require- 
ments for  overcrowding  and  demolition  of  unfit  houses. 

There  is  not  inconsiderable  number  of  the  latter  class,  mostly  houses 
of  the  court  variety  which  should  be  closed  as  soon  as  circumstances 
permit.  To  place  some  of  them  in  anything  like  a reasonable  state 
of  habitation  would  cost  much  more  than  the  property  is  worth. 

During  the  last  five  years  little  has  been  accomplished  as  far 
as  dealing  with  these  unfit  houses  is  concerned,  chiefly,  of  course, 
owing  to  the  Housing  Shortage. 

Houses  dealt  with  for  various  reasons,  during  the  past  five 
years  either  closed  or  for  closure: — 


Willenhall  Rd.,  12,  14,  16. 
St.  John’s  Rd.,  2. 

Mill  Street.,  24 
Blockhall,  4,  5 
Woods  Bank  Ct.  S.h.l. 
Church  St,  Ct.  3 (7  houses) 
Bush  Street,  17,  18 
Cramphill,  20 
Rough  Hay,  5 
King  Street,  52,  53 
King  Street,  51 


2 void,  1 tenanted 
Demolished 

Closing  Order — outstanding 
Sec.  10  by  owner — tenanted 
Demolished 
4 tenanted 

Acquired  for  street  improvement 
Demolished  for  street  improvement 
Closed 

Closed,  demolished  and  re-built 
Street  improvement — re-built 
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Table  indicating  progress  in  Housing  since  January  1920. 


By  Loc^l  Authority  underj 
.Assisted  Housing  Schemes 

By  Private  Enterprise. 

Year 

1 

Unas- 

sisted 

Assisted. 

Com- 
bined . 
Yearly 

ending 

Dec. 

1919 

Act 

Houses 

1923 

1924 

Total. 

i 

1 

1923  Act. 

Act 

■Act 

Houses 

Subsidy 

only. 

Subsidy! 

and  1 
Loan. 

Loan 

only 

1924 

Act 

Total. 

Totals 

1920 

1 6 

— 

— 

j 

16  1 

1 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

Nil. 

16 

1921 

96 

... 

— 

96  ! 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nil. 

96 

1922 

to 

— 

— 

30 

— 

+ 

3+ 

192^ 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

12 

1 2 

1924 

— 

— 

I 

1 + 

— 



— 

15 

15 

1925 

— 

25 

— 

25 

I 

8 

— 

— 

9 

3+ 

142 

25 

— 

167 

1 2 

28 

40 

Combined  ^ otal  for  6 years  ...  207 


Housing  9. 


Xumber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  veur: — 

fa)  Total  ' 34 

(h)  As  part  of  Municipal  scheme  25 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  house.s — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  numher  of  dwelling  houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  154 

(2)  Numher  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Dis- 
trict) Regulations,  1910  52 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  iiouses  found  to  he  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  he  unfit  for 
human  habitation  I3 

(4)  Numher  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  47 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  14 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Town 
Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notice  were  served  requiring  repairs  ......  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit 

(a)  by  owners  ......  ......  — 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  8 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  of  owners  to  close  3 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme- 


died   47 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  38 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


C — Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing 
Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  Making  of  Closing  Orders  .....^  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders)  — 

Under  Par.  2.  sub-section  (b)  the  number  of  houses  repaired 
by  the  Local  Authority  is  given  as  8.  The  repairs  were  carried  out 
under  contract  at  a cost  of  £193/14/6,  the  amount  being  sub- 
sequently claimed  from  the  owner  and  paid. 
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Pleasure  Grounds. 

During;  the  last  five  years  the  progress  in  the  provision  of 
playing  fields  and  open  spaces  has  been  exceptional.  The  importance 
of  developments  along  these  lines  cannot  be  ov^er-cstimated  when  it 
is  realised  that  Darlaston  is  the  second  most  densely  populated  area 
in  the  Black  Country.  Open  spaces  are  just  as  necessary  to  a dis- 
trict such  as  ours  as  are  lungs  to  an  individual. 

The  “George  Rose”  Park,  commenced  in  1921  and  some  30 
acres  in  extent,  provides  an  object  les.son  in  what  can  be  done  with 
land  consisting  of  pit  mounds,  barren  in  character  and  depressing  in 
outlook. 

The  “Owen  Park,”  situated  in  an  industrial  area  and  some  3 
acres  in  extent,  is  none  the  less  a transformation,  and  is  a most 
pleasing  development  in  an  industrial  area. 

The  Football  Field,  acquired  by  the  Council  this  year  is  being 
retained  for  recreation  purposes  and  is  2-3  acres  in  area. 

Apart  from  these  open  spaces,  (in  a district  only  consisting  of 
913  acres),  we  have  the  two  small  well  laid  out  parks,  one  with 
bandstand,  centrally  situated  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  football 
field. 


Dairies  — Cowsheds 

There  arc  23  Retailers  and  5 Cowkeepers  on  the  Registers. 
Retailers  of  milk  living  in  the  district  provide  separate  storage  places 
for  the  milk,  thus  reducing  any  risk  of  contamination.  The  premises 
have  been  visited  at  regular  intervals  and  found  to  be  well  kept. 

There  are  30  IMilch  cows  in  the  district  and  the  premises  where 
they  are  kept  are  periodically  visited,  both  as  regards  the  condition 
of  the  premises  and  the  general  condition  of  the  animals. 

The  Milk  & Dairies  Act  1915  which  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  of  September  of  this  year  and  co-incident  with  the  Tuberculosis 
(Disease  of  Animals  Order),  1925  should  be  of  great  value  in  obtain- 
ing a pure  milk  supply,  free  from  disease.  To  bring  this  object  to 
fruition  it  is  of  course,  essential  that  samples  of  the  milk  should  be 
taken  at  intervals  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Within  the  last  five  years  and  previous  to  the  introduction  of 
the  above  legislation,  two  milch  cows  have  been  reported  as  tuber- 
cular, and  subsequently  slaughtered.  I’ost  mortem  e.xaminations 
revealed  that  they  were  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis  and 
totally  unfit,  either  for  milking  purposes  or  for  food,  thus  emphasis- 
ing the  need  for  periodic  bacteriological  examination  of  the  milk 
before  a beast  developes  into  an  emaciated  condition.  In  one  instance 
such  examination  would  undoubtedly  have  revealed  tuberculosis  of 
the  udder  and  thus  called  for  stoppage  of  the  milk  supply. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  examinations  oi  this  character  as  now 
permitted  hy  the  legislature  will  be  generally  carried  out.  All  cattle 
found  to  re-act  to  the  tuberculin  test,  should  be  branded  so  that  their 
condition  would  be  obvious  to  anyone  contemplating  purchase.  It 
is  only  by  such  means  that  the  disease  can  be  eradicated,  both  in 
dairy  and  other  cattle. 

Slaughterhouses.  Food  Supplies. 

There  are  6 Registered  and  4 Licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  the 
district,  the  latter  being  subject  to  annual  renewal.  Apart  from  the 
Pork  Butchers,  the  slaughterhouses  have  been  but  little  used,  in  fact 
some  have  not  been  used  at  all  during  the  year.  Most  of  the  meat 
is  now  brought  into  the  district  dead.  It  has  generally  been  of  good 
quality.  The  sides  arrive  unstamped,  thus  indicating  that  the  stamp- 
ing of  meat  as  authorised  by.  the  regulations  has  not  been  adopted 
either  by  the  Authorities  responsible  for  the  passing  of  the  carcases 
or  by  the  persons  having  possession  of  the  carcases  whose  consent 
is  necessary  before  such  marking  can  take  place. 

The  Meat  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  of  April  1925 
at  which  date  the  compulsory  notification  of  slaughter  came  into 
operation.  Since  that  date  the  following  animals  have  been  slaugh- 
tered in  the  district.  These  have  all  been  inspected  and  passed  for 
food  with  the  exception  of  condemmed  meat  hereafter  indicated. 


ANIMALS  INSPECTED. 

Pigs  Sheep  Calves  Beasts 

3022  361  77  42 


MEAT  & FOODS— SEIZED,  CONDEMNED,  & DESTROYED 


Pigs  Pigs  Heads 
6 59 

Livers  (Beasts) 
4 

Total  Weight 


Pigs  Plucks  Bowels  Tripe 

50  14  19  lbs 


Livers  (Sheeps) 

1 


Bacon 
16  lbs 


1 ton,  2 cwts,  69  lbs  12  o: 


All  the  above  has  been  disposed  of  by  burning  at  the  incin- 
erator, Rough  Hay  under  my  personal  supervision. 

Of  the  above  number  of  pigs  killed  during  the  year,  283  were 
killed  on  private  premises,  being  home  fed  pigs.  The  animals  are 
slaughtered  usually  on  the  back  yard,  the  carcases  being  hung  as  a 
rule  in  the  wash-house  to  set.  The  meat  is  afterwards  cut  up  on 
the  kitchen  table  or  an  improvised  one,  surplus  meat  being  disposed 
of  to  neighbours. 

Since  April  1925: — 3 people  killed  7 pigs 


8 4 

16  ,,  ,,  3 ,, 

the  remainder  killing  either  one  or  two. 
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Canal  Boats. 

26  Registered  Boats  have  been  examined  during  the  year  and 
in  9 instances  it  has  been  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
owners  to  infringements  of  the  regulations,  chiefly  with  regard  to 
interior  cleansing  of  the  cabins,  and  irregularities  respecting  regis- 
stration.  2 Complaint  notes  are  outstanding  at  the  31st  December. 

In  one  or  two  instances  the  conditions  were  not  all  that  could 
be  desired,  the  presence  of  young  children  contributing  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  untidy  condition  of  the  cabins.  As  the  boats  in 
question  were  lying  by  it  was  possible  to  have  some  improvement 
effected  before  leaving. 

INFRINGEMENTS  REPORTED. 

1.  Interiors  required  cleansing. 

2.  Interiors  required  cleansing  and  name  illegible. 

3.  Interiors  required  cleansing. 

4.  Registered  number  did  not  agree  with  certificate. 

5.  No  certificate  of  registration. 

6.  Name  illegible.  Interior  needed  cleansing  and  painting.  No  water 

pump.  Water  vessel  defective.  Cabin  leaking. 

7.  No  registration  papers.  Disrepair  of  cabin  and  leaky  roof. 

Water  vessel  unsuitable. 

8.  Absence  of  certificate.  (Outstanding) 

9.  Absence  of  certificate.  (Outstanding) 

Infectious  Disease. 

26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  12  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  latter  cases  were  isolated  in  the  Army 
Hut  to  the  rear  of  the  main  building,  a separate  nurse  being  placed 
in  charge. 

87  premises  have  been  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  in- 
cluding tuberculosis. 

It  has  been  usual  since  1913  to  disinfect  after  tuberculosis. 
Arrangements  were  made  at  this  date  with  the  registrar  to 
notify  immediately  all  cases  of  death  from  this  complaint  so  that 
there  would  be  little  delay  in  carrying  out  disinfection.  A fee  of  2d. 
per  case  is  paid  to  the  registrar  for  these  notifications. 

Tbcre  are  3 Shelters  in  the  district,  these  being  provided  by 
the  County  Council  on  recommendation  from  the  Dispensary,  W'ed- 
nesbury. 

1 he  Elementary  schools  were  disinfected  during  the  long  vaca- 
tion and  at  other  times  when  required  on  account  of  infectious 
disease.  The  disinfector  at  the  Hospital  has  been  in  frequent  use  for 
the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing. 

The  Hospital  has  been  much  improved  during  the  year,  the 
gi ounds  at  the  rear  having  been  laid  out  and  grassed  down,  and  the 
walks  and  beds  given  attention. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 


With  one  or  two  exceptions  all  the  Factories  are  provided 
with  approved  sanitary  conveniences  on  the  water  carriage  system. 
There  are  47  workshops  and  10  bakehouses  on  the  Register.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
with  regard  to  Factories  or  Workshops. 


The  following  defects  have  been  reported  and  have  received 
attention. 


Dangerous  Workshop 
Bakehouse  reqd  cleansing 
Nuisance — Gas  Fume 
Smoke  Nuisance 
Fumes  from  cupola 


1. 

3. 

1. 

1. 

1. 


Remedied  (rebuilt) 


Remedied 

Remedied 

Remedied 

Remedied 


Housing  and  Town  Planning.  Catherine’s  Cross  Ward. 
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1176  I Single  House— 2 St.  John’s  Road,  (Demolished) 


Housing  and  Town  Planning.  The  Central  Ward. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Showing  deaths  of  Children  and  Death  Rates  of  Children  to 
1,000  Deaths  for  1925  and  10  preceding  years. 


YEAR 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
children 

Deaths  of 
children  of 

Deaths  of 
children  of 

I and  under 

under 

I year 

I and  under 

5 years 

I year 

per  1000  of 
total  deaths 

5 years 

per  looo  of 
total  deaths 

1915 

79 

259*02 

45 

>47'54 

1916 

61 

232*82 

2l 

80*  I 5 

1917 

41 

I 50*18 

36 

131*86 

1918 

42 

i25'37 

4^ 

125*37 

1919 

51 

185*40 

28 

107*28 

I9ZO 

43 

181*43 

27 

113*92 

192I 

45 

204*54 

27 

122*72 

1922 

36 

150*62 

30 

125*52 

1923 

39 

200*00 

25 

I 28*20 

1924 

50 

1 99*20 

1 8 

71*71 

Average  for 
10  ycais 

49 

188*86 

30 

I '5'43 

1925 

51 

191*73 

30 

1 12*78 

32 


TABLE  VIE 


YEAR 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
each 
year 

Births 

registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages 

Deaths 
under  one 
year 

'9'3 

>7.517 

576 

330 

83 

1914 

J 7,700 

579 

284 

83 

1915 

17,384 

532 

305 

79 

1916 

17,036 

506 

262 

0 I 

1917 

1 5,903 

460 

2~3 

41 

1918 

18,371 

459 

335 

42 

1919 

i7.9>7 

443 

261 

51 

1920 

17.585 

585 

237 

43 

1921 

18,660 

5‘> 

220 

45 

1922 

0 

00 

490 

239 

36 

1923 

19,040 

459 

>95 

39 

1924 

19,290 

467 

251 

50 

Average 

for  12 
years 

18,220 

505 

266 

54 

1925 

19,180 

461 

266 

5> 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOSEPH  S.  BARKER,  M.S.LA.,  M.LS.E., 

(Asso.  Royal  San.  Inst.), 

Certified  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 
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